
Immigrants in 

America
1820-1930

MILLIONS OF IMMIGRANTS MOVED TO THE UNITED 
STATES IN THE LATE 1800’S & EARLY 1900’S.
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immigration

 The act of coming 

into a new country in 

order to settle there



Emigrant or Immigrant?

 Emigrant-people are 

emigrants when they leave

their country of origin.

 Immigrant-when people 

arrive in their new country 

they are referred to as 

immigrants.



“Old Immigration” 1820-1870

 Immigrants from 

Northern and 

Western Europe: 

(Great Britain, 

Germany, Ireland)

 Protestant-Christian

 Settled in farms 

U.S. culture at that time 

reflected the traditions 

and beliefs of northern 

Europe.



“Old immigrants” 1820-1870

 Immigrants from Asia 

 China and Japan

 Came for the Gold 

Rush in California

 Work on the Railroad



“New Immigration” 1880-1920

 Immigrants from Southern and Eastern 

European (Russia, Poland, Italy, Greece, 

etc)

 Jews

 Catholics(Irish, Italians)

 Settled in cities

 Didn’t speak English



The Trip
Think Titanic. 

 Many traveled in poor conditions known as 

“steerage”

3rd class passage aboard a steamship on the 

lower deck that is crowded not private. Many 

people became sick because of tight living 

quarters. Disease spread easily.



Why?
Push Factors

Pull Factors



Push Factors
 Negative reasons that cause people to want or 

have to leave a country, factors that push 
them out. 

 Examples: Religious Persecution, War, 

Poor/unstable economy, no jobs, famine, 

lack of opportunity, overcrowding



Pull Factors
 Positive reasons that attract people to move to

a place, or pulls them in.

 Examples: Available Land, Employment or 

jobs, Religious or Political Freedom. 



Ellis Island

 Immigrant 
processing station on 
the East Coast 
located in the New 
York City Harbor. 

 Most people from 
Europe arrived here 
and were processed 
through several 
different stations: 
health, registry, 
money exchange, 
etc.



Angel Island
 Immigrant 

processing station on 
the West Coast 
located in the San 
Francisco harbor. 

 Most people from 
Asia arrived here 
and were processed 
through several 
different stations: 
health, registry, 
money exchange, 
etc.



Immigrant’s Arrival

Ellis Island

Angel 

Island



Cities

 The arrival of large numbers of 
immigrants radically changed the face 
of the nation’s cities.

 Before the Civil War, cities were 
compact.

 Between 1865 and 1900 the 
percentage of Americans living in the 
cities doubled.

 Cities grew upward.  Prior to the Civil 
War, buildings were built only to five 
stories.





“Little 

Italy” 



Tenements: an apartment building 

that is usually run-down and 

overcrowded in a city.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JXnYvJ9aTkw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JXnYvJ9aTkw


 FLAT IRON BUILDING



Tenement Housing

Tenement housing in New York City.



Slums: a neighborhood with crowded 

and dangerous housing in a city. Several 

tenements together in a city.
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Laws Against Immigration

 1882 Congress passed Chinese Exclusion Act

 Almost all Chinese immigrants were kept out of 

America.(lasted 10 years)

 Did not allow for naturalization of Chinese residents.

 Limited civil rights for the Chinese already living in U.S.



Becoming “American”

 “Melting Pot”: America is often

described as a place where 

cultures blend.

 “Assimilation”: The process of 
blending into society. 

Most Immigrants were eager to 
“assimilate”, by learning English 
or dressing “like” an American



Discrimination and prejudice?

 Nativists--Some native-born 
Americans feared and resented the 
new immigrants. Their languages, 
religions, and customs seemed 
strange. They also competed for jobs. 

 All immigrants faced prejudice or 
discrimination upon arrival-A 
judgment or opinion formed before 
the facts are known; preconceived 
idea, usually unfavorable.

Desperate for jobs, immigrants often 
accepted lower wages and worse working 
conditions.



Immigrants helped the U.S. become one of the 

richest and fastest-growing countries in the world.  

They built railroads, dug mines, and worked in 

factories. The success of America as a world 

superpower rests on their hard work.



MELTING POT


